
July 2008
Tonight’s meeting: Summer Party and Exhibition Progress

Hello Everyone!
Sufficient just to say I hope you enjoy this evening and have a good time over the summer break, 
whether you go away or stay at home.  Also, thank you to Bernadette for donating fabric for 
Linus quilts.  There is also a crate of fabric which was given to me; please help yourself and give 
a donation to group funds.
Happy quilting - Diana

CRANFORD QUILTERS’ EXHIBITION

Don’t forget the challenge for our exhibition: make a 6” block or piece of work – any design or 
technique of your choice – on the theme “WINTER WONDERLAND”.  The only rule is that the 
piece of work has to be 6” square.  Visitors will be asked to vote for their favourite.  The winner 
will be announced at the November meeting and the prize will be awarded then.  If you don’t 
think you’ve got time to do one, how about setting aside the fourth Monday evening in August –
no Cranford Quilters that evening! Also contributions for the craft stall are required.

EXHIBITION OF WORK BY DORIS ALCOCK AND THE CAULDRON QUILTERS, 
LLANFAIRFECHAN

I was told that Doris’ work was amazing and that I should not miss this exhibition so on Saturday, 
having already told the family I was going to Llanfairfechan for the day, I suggested that my 
husband Tony might like to come with me (Andrew was a volunteer at the RHS Flower Show that 
day).  We had a wonderful day out with a walk along the coastal path by the nature reserves but 
for me the highlight of the day was the exhibition. Absolutely stunning – there’s no other way to 
describe it.  There were three or four exhibits by the Cauldron quilters, each of them having 
worked a piece on the same theme and in the same style, and apart from that the hall was filled 
with Doris’ work done in the last twelve years.  There was also a board of photos of work given 
away headed “The Ones That Got Away”.  When her granddaughter made up the board she asked 
if she could give it that title “only it has got a picture of Grandpa on it”.  Doris’ photo albums and 
sketchbooks were also there to be looked through.  I think the most popular quilt was one she 
made for her husband based on the Fens.  Both were botanists and this was developed from a 
photo taken by a friend of theirs published in a wildlife magazine.  Doris went to the Fens to take 
photos and make drawings to ensure absolute accuracy – nothing else would do for two botanists.  
She made the blocks she wanted – if one didn’t work she would do another – and decided how to 
put them together when she had finished.  It was amazing.  Someone told me that if Doris is 
sitting still she is sewing.  Someone complained that it would have been nice if the names of the 
people who had done the work had been indicated.  When Doris replied that she made them all 
apart from the sets of four and that she had also done one of each of those, the exclamation was 
“Good God, woman”.  Asked if she had nothing else to do she replied that she had a husband, 
seven grandchildren, a house and a garden.  She obviously goes to a lot of workshops which leads 
to the many different styles and she tried out the stars for the star quilt that Gwenfai ran as a 
series in one of the magazines so that quilt was there.  I am sorry the exhibition has now finished 
so I can’t send you all rushing off to Llanfairfechan.



VISIT TO THE NEW GUILD HEADQUARTERS IN YORK

St Anthony’s Hall is certainly a lovely setting for the quilts but there was disappointment at the 
number of quilts on display.  They are hung on the walls of the hall and a side room, and a second 
side room has the 1718 quilt display almost horizontally as it is too fragile to hang.  We were 
amazed that it should have weathered being passed down through generations as well as it has.  
Another quilt from the 19th (or was it late 18th) century impressed us with the accuracy of the 
geometric shapes.  Unfortunately we were unable to see the backs of the quilts; apparently 
English Heritage stipulated the type of hanging to be used and the person dealing with them 
didn’t think people would want to see the backs so agreed to the very costly hanging fixtures used 
which are too fragile for the backs of the quilts to be shown even by one of the volunteers.
Obviously this is one of the drawbacks of using such a prestigious building.  We conclude the 
person involved was not a quilter! I would go again when the exhibition has been changed, to see 
whether this exhibition was a fair representation of exhibitions they plan to hold.  I believe it is 
the intention to have some display cases to show small items such as bags but that is for the 
future.  There is also a small library, an office and storage there – and of course a loo!

WHAT’S ON

Until Sept 13 Summer Quilt Exhibition, Minerva Arts Centre, Llanidloes
Aug 14-17 “Festival of Quilts”, NEC, Birmingham
Aug 30-Sep 7 Littleborough Arts Week/Postcard Competition/Craft Workshops 
Sept 5-7 “Great Northern Quilt Show”, Showground, Harrogate.
Sept 7 Beartown Ps and Qs coach to above – contact Giulia Woodfine-Jones
Sept 11-14 Knitting and Stitching Show, NEC 10-5
Sept 24-28 “Talk Textiles with Ten Plus”, Little Moreton Hall, Congleton 11-5
Sept 26 “Corded Hand Quilting” – East Cheshire Area workshop with Sandie 

Lush, details from Margie Jenkins 0161 449 0280 or e-mail 
me@dj.efhmail.com

Sept 27 East Cheshire Area Day, Chelford Village Hall - mini workshop with 
Sandie Lush in the morning and Jenny Kitoss’ quilts in the afternoon. 
Contact Margie Jenkins as above.

Oct 4 Ribbon Sale, Beresford’s, Congleton  9 am – 12 noon
Oct 4-5 Frodsham Patchwork Group 20th Anniversary Exhibition at

Frodsham Community Centre, Fluin Lane, Frodsham, £2
Saturday 12-4, Sunday 10-4  Contact: Joan Price 01928 723 443

Oct 10-12 Regional Weekend, Frodsham
Oct 31-Nov 2 The Autumn Quilt Festival, Malvern
Nov 15 Our exhibition, Knutsford Methodist Church, Princess Street

Also see the noticeboard for Beartown Ps and Qs programme and for Cheshire Needlecraft’s 
workshop programmes for July/August (Contact Bernadette Grantham or Cheshire Country 
Needlecrafts – tel: 01477 534422 - later in August for September programme)

NEXT MEETING :  

22 September: Jane Rollason 

Vote of thanks: Ann Wheater
Refreshments:        Sue Keen/Shirley Curran


